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Helping 
homeless cats  

through 
Trap-Neuter-Return 

 and 
Adoption Programs 

www.HabitatforCats.org  

18 years ago my boyfriend (now 

husband) & I visited Habitat for Cats 
searching for a cat to adopt after we 

had graduated college in RI. We 
were interested in an 8 week old 

orange tiger and I had stepped back 
to make our decision. That's when I 

felt a tap on my shoulder. I turned 
around and a 3 month old calico 

tiger kitten in the cage behind me 
was 

desper-
ately 

trying 
to get 

my 
atten-
tion. 

That 
cat 

stole 
our 

hearts 
and 

would 
contin-

ue to 
do so 

up until 6:30pm today when she 
passed away in my arms at our vet 

due to both cancer & kidney dis-

ease.  

We had named her Bristol after the 
town we met in and she was the 
world's perfect cat. You likely hear 

that a lot from owners but I assure 
you in her case it's true. For half of 

her life she tolerated (and as photos 
can prove) slept beside 2 high drive 

German Shepherds and to make 

 

matters worse when Bristol was a 

senior citizen we brought home a 
newborn. People who disliked cats 

found themselves loving her. She came 
when called just like a dog and would 

lounge in the sun on our deck, never 
daring to leave it. She knew she could-

n't beat the life of a spoiled indoor cat 
with us. The vet & staff looked for-

ward to her annual visits because she 
purred like a motor even when getting 

shots and would stroll around the 
exam room like a regal queen. Any 

child that ever met her became an 
instant friend, our son included. The 
bond they shared is without a doubt 

the most painful part of losing her but 
I am so grateful to have 2 years of 

photos/videos & memories of them 

together to treasure. 

I wanted to share this  news with you 

Bristol’s Legacy of Love 

because 18 years ago you saved a 

homeless partially wild kitten who 
would become a huge part of our fam-

ily. A family member who will be ter-
ribly missed, after spending 18 amaz-

ing years together. To say thank you 
doesn't seem very adequate but, thank 

you. For all of the hard work & time 
you put into finding cats & kittens lov-

ing homes, 18 years ago you absolute-
ly succeeded and we are forever 

grateful.  

I just really wanted you all to know 

how much we appreciate what you 
did for her all those years ago. The 

work you do has such an impact on 
both families and the cats, I'm betting 
you don't hear it as often as you 

should! —Barbara Fokos 
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Mission Accomplished 
Sanctuary Storm Repairs Completed 

Saturday October 19 is a date you 

need to remember.  You don’t want 

to miss our next fundraiser!! Purses 

for Paws is a fundraiser where 

“gently loved” purses, clutches and 

bags. will be sold to raise money to 

help homeless cats. Additionally, 

there will be vintage jewelry and 

scarves for sale. Refreshments will be 

available. It’s a fun time!  Join us at: 

Westport United Congregational 

Church, American Legion Highway, 

Westport, MA (Rt.177)  10AM-2PM 

Mark your calendar 

October 19, 2019 

It was a long jour-

ney but we made it 

to the end. In March 

2018, a series of 

violent wind, rain, 

and snow storms 

resulted in serious 

damage to our sanc-

tuary maintenance 

building — called 

the Catty Shack — 

and its attached out-

door enclosure, the 

Corral. A huge tree 

broke through the 

building’s roof and 

crushed the wire 

walls of the Corral. 

With assistance 

from our friends and supporters we 

launched a plan to repair and rebuild. 

We are happy to report that the work 

was completed this spring, and we 

have received the final, and most im-

portant, approval on the job — from 

our cats! 

In rebuilding the Corral, we took the 

opportunity to make some changes to 

benefit the cats who use the space, 

many of whom are senior or special 

needs. Our carpenter, Chad Brow, 

who helps us with projects around the 

sanctuary, was able to double the size 

of the Corral and design a new cov-

ered sandbox. But even better, are 

the built-in ramps and treehouse-style 

boxes, which have been a huge hit 

with the cats. It’s hard to impress cats, 

as most of us know, but our sanctuary 

residents are always curious and inter-

ested in changes to their environment. 

They immediately began to explore 

the new space and seemed to love to 

keep an eye on the other cats and the 

volunteers from the boxes. 

Thanks again for your generosity in 

helping us make the repairs to the 

sanctuary. We could not do it without 

you! 



I clearly remember visiting the 

house of one of your foster par-

ents and seeing Daphne with her 

brothers. It was love at first sight. 

She adapted quickly to my life—or 

I adapted to hers. She adjusted to 

Misty, an older cat belonging to my 

mother,  I called Daphne my 

“snooperviser”. When workmen 

came to the house, she had to 

check in and see what they were 

doing. A closed door was a chal-

lenge. A group of fellow teachers 

came to my house before an even-

ing event bringing Chinese food--- 

and Daphne was there. At the end 

of my mom’s life, I pulled her out of the nursing home and turned 

my living room into her room. Daphne turned into “Nurse Daph-

ne”. She was there for every visit by the nurse , doctor, aide or 

therapist. She actually slept in a chair in the living room rather than 

in my bedroom. When my mom died and her body was taken away 

by the funeral home, before the bed was removed, Daphne moved 

to my mom’s power chair and except for eating and litter box, basi-

cally stayed there for a week.  I had to make the difficult decision 

on Feb 28th to euthanize Daphne. She was a sweet kitty. I hope you 

can use my donation check to help some other cat feel the love 

that I had for Daphne. 

Thank you for all the work that you do. —— Kathleen Fair 

Remembering Daphne 
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Dear Habitat for Cats.... “Notes from Adopters” 

Thank you for our wonderful Sophia.,... adopted way back in 

2007. She grew up to be the  best little buddy. Love her!! Thank 

you for all you do to help homeless cats & kittens — Pauline 

Howe  

Thank you so much for the service you perform. Our 

little Missy has brought so much joy to our home. — 

Alyssa Oliveira & family  

We can’t tell you how much we’re enjoying George. 

It’s hard to imagine that he once lived with a feral 

colony. He is a happy & healthy boy. Thanks a bunch 

for allowing me to adopt him.— Tracey Henderson  
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Return Service Requested 

Cages & traps lined up to be power-washed  

2018 EXPENSES = $75,395* 

General Obligations=$8,342 

Insurances, advertising, banking costs, tax prep/CPA, office supplies, telephone, web site 

Foster Care & Adoption,=$4,945 

Foster food, litter, and supplies 

Trap Neuter Return Program =$466 

Traps, cages,  transfer cages, trap/cage covers, & other supplies 

Vet=$41,977  

Spay/neuter for TNR & adoption programs, general vet & ER visits, vaccines & medications  

Post Care Clinic= $3,283 

Trash pickup, supplies, facility maintenance, litter & food 

Sanctuary= $11,123 

Food, litter, trash pickup, electricity, propane heat, cleaning supplies, hay, buildings, fence & 

ground maintenance 

TNR Food= $5,260 

Feeding managed feral cat colonies  in community 

Salaries= $0 

All work is performed by volunteers who do not receive any wages. 

Rent = $0  

Facilities are donated for use.                         

(*previous years  savings covered all 2018 expenses) 

2018 INCOME= $60,105 

Grants= $2,885 

MA Animal Coalition  

Donations= $45,366 

Direct mailing & general donations 

Fundraiser events =$11,854 

Collection cans, Craft Fair , Yard Sale & 

Adoptions, Lees Receipts 

**************** 

 

The  Post Care Clinic located at 

1322 Ashley Blvd, New Bedford, 

Mass.  is generously donated by 

Mr. Michael Panagakos,

(Panagakos Development) for 

HFC use. 

Sanctuary land is donated for 

HFC use  by Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd 

Guptill. 

**************** 


